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June 25: National Professionals Coordinator (Coordinadora Nacional de Profesionales-CNP) leader
Eduardo Ordonez told reporters that several thousand public service professionals had launched
a strike to demand a pay raise. He said that the present monthly wage earned by professionals
working in the public sector is between US$240 and US$340. Ordonez indicated that the CNP had
rejected the government's offer of a US$180 per month increase. He said, "The economic crisis
requires that we take a firm stand. [The government] must understand that the high cost of living
makes our daily lives impossible." The strike was supported by professionals in health centers,
hospitals, university and municipal clinics, government branch offices, as well as engineers, lawyers,
agronomists and economists. The strike affected 36 hospitals and health centers nation-wide where
outpatient services were suspened and only emergency cases were being attended. President Jorge
Serrano said that the government could not meet the wage demands and warned that pressure
tactics, such as strikes, which resulted in hardships for the population would not be tolerated. He
asserted that harsh actions would be taken against health professionals who refused to provide
services to the public. Gerardo Cabrera, director of the Roosevelt Hospital in Guatemala City, said
that the strike would not affect emergency or maternity services, nor services related to the cholera
epidemic. June 26: A group of about 1,000 professionals threatened to resign their posts if President
Serrano failed to meet their demands for wage hikes to US$1,340 per month. Teachers organizations
announced their support of the strike and their demands for a monthly increase of at least US$120.
President Serrano rejected rumors that he would impose a state of siege in order to confront the
strike. July 3: Spokespersons for the National Federation of Public Employees (FENASTEG) and
the National Federation of Public Servants (FENASEP) announced initiation of a series of strikes
to begin July 9 and culminate July 13 with a general strike. The two federations together represent
an estimated 200,000 workers. July 6: Fifteen union federations which bring together over 250
unions issued a statement condemning the recent repeal of legislation passed in 1990 known as the
Economic Compensation for Time in Service act. Under the legislation, employers were required to
make monthly contributions to a fund held in the central bank which was used to provide payment
to workers upon termination of their employment. In its place, legislators approved a new Annual
Bonus program (Bono 14). Under Bono 14, workers would receive a "14th month" bonsus payment
in July of each year, in addition to the "13th month" bonus given out in December. According to the
statement, lawyers representing the unions are studying the possibility of challenging the repeal
in court as unconstitutional. (Basic data from Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 06/25/92, 06/26/92; Agence France-Presse, 06/25/92, 07/06/92)
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